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god. The persons present would tell him their wants, and
seek his miraculous aid. After this the goat and all the
fowls would be sacrificed, and then consumed by the
worshippers as their evening meal."

At one time Yallavan decided that his mother, who had
died long previously, had become a mischievous demon, and
would injure them unless propitiated. They accordingly
purchased a fine cloth for her, put it in the apartment which
she had occupied, and offered there cakes, plantains, betel
leaves, and other things known to have been agreeable to her
when living. At such seasons Patmasuri, Yallavan's wife,
would enter that room, dress herself with the cloth, and
dance in honour of her mother-in-law. Supposing herself
possessed at the time with the spirit, she would address her
husband and say, " My son, ara I not your mother ? Be
assured that I shall make you happy." Immediately he
would reply, " Yes, my mother, it is so; preserve us and bless
us," and would worship her, calling on all his children and
friends to do so likewise.

This family were afterwards led to accept the truth of
Christianity, surrendered the instruments and emblems
of demonolatry, and became consistent and earnest Christians
in connection with the Santhapuram district.

Some of the demons are supposed to reside in certain
trees,* at the foot of which a rough stone is placed as an
image, or emblem, on which turmeric powder is rubbed. No
one will pass by these places after night. Such trees are
usually very large, old, and well grown, as it is considered
sacrilegious and dangerous to hew them down. In some
parts of the country these trees are quite common. In one
of the mountains of Travancore grew a noble timber tree
which OUT assistant missionary, Mr. Ashton, wished to secure
for use in the erection of the large chapel at Noyoor. The
* Compare Deut. xvi. 21.